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| IG: AJAT AL

https://www.instagram
.com/aiai al don/
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IG : all about rail

https://www.instagram.com/all

_about_rail/
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IG AI‘lSh Pateriya https://www.instagram.com/ansh.pateriya/
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IG Deccan Rallway https://www.instagram.com/deccan_railway
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IG Dheera' Rao https://www.instagram.com/dheeraj.rao
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I1G Guru Bhat https://www.instagram.com/gurubhat(05/
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IG Avinash https://www.instagram.com/galagangster/
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IG Brij https://www.instagram.com/impressions by brij/

https://railduniya.in

G0300808308308008000 0308308308000 08308308308008000800800830850850800 08 0800830830800800800860808008308308008008008080083083085080080080080080083080085

e300300330830850350830850 d0850850 d080850 0808088080 udbgedadiudboded dbodbadsadbodbadiedsadodiadsediododiadsed bodadiodsedodiadsedsadadiadsadiodooc

S0dS0d56d508503505005085035005005085085085005045085005005005085035005005085005005005045085005005005085005050050850350500504505050050050850350050d50d 5050505005050 50500508 5035050d50d50d50050500508 50350500508 50350050d50d50d50050050050050d508 500



https://railduniya.in/
https://www.instagram.com/impressions_by_brij/

250d50850850850850508508508508S0db0d50db0d50dsedbedbadbed5adsedbedbadbad5ad sedbedhadbadiad SadbedSadhadiad adedadhadiad Sadhadadiadiad Sadhadsadbadad adbedSadbadadhadbdsadsadiadSadbadiadsadiod adhodiadsadbadadbadsadSadbodbadiodiadbadodod adbadiod ot
Page |16

GHt
PHOTOGRAPHY

IG Gravit https://www.instagram.com/gmnaturephotography/
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IG Karan KR

https://www.instagram
.com/kr 12oct/
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IG : Kristin https://www.instagram.com/kristin.s7471/

https://railduniya.in

e300300330830850350830850 d0850850 d080850 0808088080 udbgedadiudboded dbodbadsadbodbadiedsadodiadsediododiadsed bodadiodsedodiadsedsadadiadsadiodooc

000080083080080030800300830830850<00033000083080080000800800830830800 00008 00830850800800800808008008308008008008080080083080080080080080080083083080080080085

<5050K50¢ 50850 50¢ 50 505050 50 50K 50 50 50K 50¢ 50 50 50K 50 50 50K 50¢ 50 50d 50¢ 50 50 50¢ 50 50 50d 50 50 50d 50¢ 50 50 50K 50 50 50d 50 50 50 50¢ 50 50 50K 508 50 50K 50¢ 508 505050 50 50K 50850 50¢ 508508 505050 50 50K 568 50 50508508 5050050 508 50K 5058 508 50 5o e


https://railduniya.in/
https://www.instagram.com/kristin.s7471/

X

X KO KK K 0K K XK KKK oK K 00K ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok >€><><><>€><>€><><><>€><>€><><§<>€§<>€§<><§<%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%MMM
Page |19

- —— _ _‘.T :_.—._-__

IG : Museum Kolejnictwa https://www.instagram.com/muzeumkolejnictwa/
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Sekaran
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IG : Neeraj Chopra

https://www.instagram.com/neerajchopra /
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IG : Rishikesh Kulkarni

https://www.instagram.com/panya_r
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IG : Utkarsh Gupta

https://www.instagram.com

/per frame/
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IG : P K Anand https://www.instagram.com/pk anandan/
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IG : Prakash Mane https://www.instagram.com/pm_production 13/
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IG : Prabhdeep Singh https://www.instagram.com/prabhdeepsngh736/
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IG : Pranav Chaware https://www.instagram.com/pranav. chaware/
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IG : Shankhadeep Maiti https://www.instagram.com/railography/
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IG : Rohan Fernandes https://www.instagram.com/rohanyuri/
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IG : Niranjan Singh Sikarwar

https://www.instagram.com/sandeep.singh.sikarwarl 1/
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IG : Santhosh Kumar N https://www.instagram.com/santhosh20005/
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IG : Swati Gavde https://www.instagram.com/swatigavde/
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IG :Kavish https://www.instagram.com/the rail clique/
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IG : Aswin Kumar https://www.instagram.com/theoneiric/
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IG : T for Travel

https://www.instagram.com/travelb4
youdie/
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https://instagram.

com/vardhanhars
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IG Kunal Khairnar https://www.instagram.com/wandering soul /
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Articles from the readers

Katyusha

- Debatra Mazumdar

Fortunate enough to be a group of 50 people going on a study tour to Moscow and Saint Petersburg, | tried to make the most of it.
The entire one-week stay was very eventful and tiring. | had a hard time catching up on sleep, but it was probably worth the
discomfort.

| haven’t written down stuff in a while, so please do not mind the ragged prose.
PROLOGUE: DELHI

Moscow has only two connections to India, and both of them are Aeroflot flights that depart from New Delhi at very odd timings. My
flight was scheduled to depart at 01.25 hrs and would take six hours to Moscow. Most of western Russia including Moscow and St
Petersburg follow UTC+3 which means it is two-and-a-half hours behind Indian time.

| was extremely excited about Russia, primarily for two reasons. One, this would be the first time I'd get to get out of India and two, |
am a huge sucker for history and the World War Il is arguably the most intriguing period in the recent past. Since the Soviet Union
played a huge role in the conflict, this trip was going to be extremely rewarding.

Also, | should make it clear that | would be using Leningrad interchangeably for St Petersburg a lot. So keep that in mind.

The flight was an uncomfortable one, but the girl next to me somehow managed to sleep with her mouth open. I’'m sure she needed
to catch some sleep before she had to change flights for Frankfurt at our next stop.

DAY 0: ARRIVAL

The flight SU235 landed at Sheremetyevo International Airport around five-thirty, and the passengers had to be transferred from the
airplane to the airport shuttle. That was when the cold wind hit me bluntly in the face. Even though | grew up surviving sub-zero
temperatures in the northern plains of India, | wasn’t ready for the Muscovite weather yet.
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The first order of business was to check into the hotel and then get a local SIM card; the internet is more important than food or
some shit, | guess? The internet is cheap but we have it cheaper in India. We did not have anything planned on the first day in the
city since it was a Sunday. It was time to take the metro to Red Square.

It started drizzling the moment we got out of Okhotny Ryad, and as a result we ended up finding ourselves inside the State
Historical Museum. While it is a grand collection of artifacts from all the documented periods of the regional history, my friends were
still visibly unimpressed. WIkipedia says the museum’s coin collection alone includes 1.7 million coins, making it the largest in
Russia. | did get to see Lenin’s Rolls Royce though.

Red Square houses the St Basil’'s Cathedral on the left and the Kremlin on the right.

Unarguably the most visited site in the entirety of Russia, Red Square was a spectacular sight to behold especially with such an
overcast sky.

https://railduniya.in
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After spending some time in the area, we decided to return. At that moment | spotted an aged guy selling ushanka fur caps; |
realised he was mute while bargaining with him. The ushanka with the hammer and sickle symbol on it would make me a centre of
attraction among the locals for the next few days.

We would end up coming to Red Square again at night, only for my friend to make someone faint by banging the restroom door on
his face at a KFC.

DAY 1: OKTYABRSKAYA

The first day of the official tour included a visit to the Russian Railways Corporate University. I'll skip most of it because it wasn’t
particularly interesting. But | did talk to our interpreters about the USSR and communism, and also had lunch in a Soviet-style
railway canteen.

Since the interpreters | talked to were around my age (mid 20s), | received mixed reactions. It seems like the public opinion is
divided, and most old-timers feel the USSR was better and find it nostalgic. Katerina said that her parents think along the same
lines, and she said that people apparently used to work very hard back in the day but were still comparatively happy. | also asked
whether there were presently any leftist parties in Russia and if they were popular. She said that communist parties have recently
seen a surge in support, and some party members have also been elected in the local government bodies like municipal
corporations etc.

Aleksey said the Soviet regime was a great time in their history. When asked about Stalin, he said he was a controversial figure but
personally believed that we could only judge him and not really deny his contribution during the Great Patriotic War (as the WWIl is
known in the post-Soviet states). He even went on to say that he would have probably done the same things that Stalin did.

The plan was then to visit Arbat Street, a pedestrian street that has existed since the 15th century and is now famous for housing a
tonne of souvenir shops. After getting discounts because the store-owner thought one of my friends resembled Vivek Oberoi, we
decided to roam around the city a bit.

Let’s talk about the Moscow Metro a little. Opened in 1935 as the first underground system of the Soviet Union, it is the busiest
rapid transit system in Europe. The system is considered a tourist attraction in itself, and the columns and walls of the stations are
full of beautiful engravings and murals that are inspired by socialist realism.
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The concourse of Kiyevskaya, which lets you change between Lines 3, 4 and 5.

The Metro lets you travel anywhere in the city, and a single ride costs fifty-five rubles irrespective of the distance travelled.

On getting out of Oktyabrskaya, a huge statue of Lenin welcomes you. It is a short walk to Gorky Park, where | was approached by
a friendly group of five locals who wanted to take a selfie with a brown person wearing an ushanka.

Meanwhile, people struggled so much with the dearth of choices in food and one of us didn’t even realise that the Burger King

<
<
<
<
<
<P
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
3
g cheeseburger he was happily gorging on contained beef.
X

X

X

%

https://railduniya.in

e300300330830850350830850 d0850850 d080850 0808088080 udbgedadiudboded dbodbadsadbodbadiedsadodiadsediododiadsed bodadiodsedodiadsedsadadiadsadiodooc

505050 5050 540 50 50530 50 50 30K S0 50 S50 510 50 50k 530 50 50k 530 50 50 50 50 50 S50k 510 50 50k 560 50 50k 500 50 50 530 50 50 S50 510 50 50500 S0 g}g}g}>{}>{}g}g}g}g}g}g}&&&&&&&&&&QQ&&&&&%%%&MMM


https://railduniya.in/

X KO KK K 0K K XK KKK oK K 00K ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok >€><><><>€><>€><><><>€><>€><><§<>€§<>€§<><§<%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%MMM
Page |43

X

DAY 2: MOSCOW NIGHTS

Before heading 80 km out of Moscow to visit the largest railway marshalling yard in Europe located at Bekasovo, | had to wake up
quite early and feed myself on the boring bacon, sausages and eggs routine. The considerable amount of the workforce of the
Russian Railways is young and the gender mix is also decently good.

Our interpreters were kind enough to take us to Sparrow Hills before lunch; it wasn'’t really part of the itinerary. Formerly known as
Lenin Hills, it is one of the highest points in Moscow and offers a panoramic view of the city skyline. Moscow State University lies
next to the view point.

Moscow State University is arguably the best educational institution in all of Russia. Its building is an architectural masterpiece and
is one of Moscow’s Seven Sisters, all of which were built in the Stalinist style between 1947-1953.

Moscow State University remained the tallest building in Europe till 1997.
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After having lunch at a quaint little Russian restaurant, we did a half-circle on Line 14, also known as Moscow Central Circle, from
Luzhniki to Lokomotiv. It is operated by a city government-owned company through the Moscow Metro. After getting down at
Lokomotiv, some young locals shouted “Pakistani” at our entourage. | shouted back saying “Indiyskiy”.

We went to the Embassy of India in Moscow in the evening; me and my compatriots were happy to finally be able to eat some
samosas. It is also adorable that we found ourselves at Red Square (again?) during the night appreciating the floating bridge over
the river Moskva at Zaryadye Park.

DAY 3: LENINGRAD

| barely managed to wake up and drag my half-asleep ass to Leningradsky terminal barely twenty steps away from our hotel. The
plan was to take a train to St Petersburg (or Leningrad, or Petrograd).

You could probably call Sapsan the Russian Rajdhani. Running at the maximum speed of 250 kmph between Moscow and St
Petersburg, these Siemens-made trainsets are designed to run upto 350 kmph if the tracks permit. The journey was extremely
smooth yet uneventful, except the part where | dropped my lens cover on the railway tracks at Moskovsky terminal never to find it
again.

Sapsan at Moskovsky Terminal, St Petersburg.
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Since there was not much to do on the day after arrival in the city, the interpreters took us to Peterhof Palace. The place is huge
and is located next to the Gulf of Finland, and was occupied by the Nazis during the siege of Leningrad in the WWII. By the virtue of
being an extremely popular tourist spot, | found a lot of Asians (colloquial usage please) and Indians there. | also had a hamburger
there which probably is the best burger | have ever had in my entire life.

After visiting the Consulate General of India, we spent the rest of the evening enjoying the famed nightlife of Piter (as the locals like
to call it) listening to live bands performing just next to Kazan Cathedral at Nevsky Prospekt.

DAY 4: VENICE OF RUSSIA

The first “meaningful” day in Leningrad was spent visiting a wagon container depot located at the outskirts of the city, followed by a
visit to Sapsan control centre at Moskovsky terminal.

St Petersburg is often referred to as Venice of the North considering the amount of rivers and canals in the city, and skipping a
cruise ride over the river Neva after coming this far would have been similar to committing blasphemy. | mean, | did skip a trip to the
Hermitage but meh. It is important to mention that the Hermitage happens to be the second-largest art museum in the world after
the Louvre.

St Isaac’s Cathedral against the backdrop of an autumn sunset.
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The cruise offered views to a great number of touristy places in the city like the Hermitage, Peter and Paul Fortress and Saint
Isaac’s Cathedral. Let’s talk about the last one a little: originally a church, St Isaac’s Cathedral was converted into a museum by the
Soviet government in 1931 and is perhaps one of the most important landmarks of Leningrad.

The penultimate night in St Petersburg meant going off to a shopping spree buying tonnes of locally-made chocolates and some of
that smooth Russian vodka.

DAY 5: KALINKA

Yeah, we would have to wrap up soon now.

After seeing how the Russians maintain their trains at the Sapsan maintenance facility at Shushary, we were taken to the Russian
Railway Museum. Considering that Leningrad is a city of museums, it was more than obvious that this one was be located here as
well. A part of the museum used to be a steam locomotive roundhouse, and currently holds a great number of Soviet-era
locomotives and other rolling stock. The tour guide at the museum was an enthusiastic old man who seemed very interested in
explaining every nook and cranny of the museum. When | asked him about how he felt about the fall of the Soviet Union, he said it
feels like this is his second life now.

At this point, | had a choice to visit the Hermitage but | skipped it in favour of another considerably less popular museum and
wandered alone towards Baltiyskaya metro station. As | previously said, the visit to Russia was a great chance to personally
witness the lands and events etched in so many memoirs and books, and | was not going to waste it by visiting an art museum,
however good it might be.

If Moscow Metro is mesmerising, then Saint Petersburg Metro is breathtaking. Both of them are engineering marvels in their own
right. The latter also happens to be one of the deepest metro systems in the world thanks to the city’s unique geology (all of it was
marshy land) and the deepest by the average depth of the stations.
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The portraits of the generals of the Red Army that took part in the WWII.

Museum of the Defence and Siege of Leningrad is a small museum which captures the essence of the Great Patriotic War in
general and the siege of Leningrad in particular. It had original Nazi flags, badges and books collected during the war by the Red
Army after the German troops retreated towards Berlin. The museum speaks about the courage and perseverance shown about
the common citizens of Leningrad at the time. Not to forget the helpful babushka who guided me at the museum despite not
understanding any of the gibberish | tried to speak.

The only good fascist is a very dead fascist.

The final night was mostly a blur. But | do remember singing Zombie on karaoke followed by dancing with a beautiful Russian
woman after drinking a lot of tequila.
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2-3 fegFeY 1 R

3TeT g F9. gler gd 3K 3% 44 Wit FARATER 3 Med W AAT WA ¢ AR syt da g1 3T A
ARG & STk A FoA gl WH dlleT 9o AfeE Bl § Nies Samar wRgiy @@ Fedn afda s Yord A
39T AT F 3G @R A1 g

a8 2-3 fe@FaR 1984 &I #1AAR U A, ATl SRRl WX AR G el T AT HiT 3ger e | I
AT & BT ATl FIE1SS & Tellec F IeTeh A HFAETATE AHS ¥ arg 1 Rama & g 9131| cae
& HISESA AT GH geol @ A ol TAd W WAz 56 e ag & | o 7 dwel gl el
gORIGT 3R &l #iaTel T W, 3T H FIOR 37el9T el HAURNH & Hed & IrAsilenr FiaIT smex

GEIRGRE:] S I

3TeTeh 3og Ag EATel 37T, ST el TR W § 3o¢ ol T8l A APl ST bl § AT $H Folieh & g Y T@r o
TohdT &, oifchel 3T ATTA3TRT FAT G AT NS HGTeT TSUAA Hr 3R 31T T gl ar df Jgi dr TG, bl I
foeshel 9@, 3ol §1 F3 IET o W QT g

AT F3T AR AT ST T TWAA g, HFaIS, ool Yoois T IR IR anfSAT A0l S0l Welr &1 38 doret
SR, d1eTT, 350l T 3R IMSADT FAR Teh Tah aleh HIUTA T 3T 3T 37 W@y AT 39H §9IRI T, AR,
¢, S, T GRS ol el T I-T| 3Tehl FAT AT MMGT, g o FHS 3T I-AT| R o d8 3R 3eToh
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Ay TEAR & AR FeAA & foshrer X fohell FRIGT TAER ST Fhd & oifohed 3ol 39l STl T
WAE 7 A, I ol W el feam 3R BRel 30 helel § §1d I g R IRIEAfIar @ 30 3aera
T

shelel TameT 3aTcehlells AT &l d@d, qed & §lehd H TT| STRET HT IHRA ATl MSAT Teh Teh Hich
N & weE 7ads, A4, 3agedre, geait AR d@iar & 3R Aarer mizat Fawaq, Afger F 5 &
IRAT| FHol 24 AT A ST NUTeT T F Aol =0T | AT 3o 24 afSHAS F3iThr F41 grer glar afe Tg
fear WY dMTer 3T AT

HEAGEA TEHR F s Fgdl & 38 & 67 IF F@ & 3787 Aeliehr 73cg S, Afohet r@ant ik vl gl
s $B 3N FEd § 39 foeT I ot al Toag & ek AT T & FAGTele T&IT 8000 & rer Al
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T AR GIRGT g 1 U helcdienl @A §T 3 & ERIA, Sglecd &1 91T, 3aich Tl 44 oy o 39
gt faver A9 & gigHia @ A H SARAr @ o 99|

3TST TS TR, ST, Heied(o1ss U 4d 3R 44 HAURITh FHARS W AUl Gl 306 Ale Toham
ST T &1 I8 TARS |t ToT A forg, 3mael dar & ufa fAser &1 3ge 9omaa gl
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X

Follow us on

g

https://www.instagram.com/railduniya/

0 Voulie

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnJgjb6uUdOTPuVpG9dT6og?view as=subscriber

https://www.facebook.com/Rail-Duniya-145580608867929/
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